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Introduction
WATER IN YOUR BACKYARD

Grade Level: 2
Air and Water in the Environment 

Welcome  teachers  and  parents!  Oakvillegreen’s  Water  in  Your  Backyard  activity  has  been 
designed  to  support  you  as  you  take  learning  outside  the  classroom  and  into  the  natural 
world.  The  activities  included  in  this  guide  are  aligned  with  the  Air  and  Water  in  the 
Environment  strand  of  the  Ontario  Curriculum,  Grade  2,  Science  and  Technology.  The 
activities  provide  hands-on  experiences  that  will  develop  student’s  skills  and  strategies 
required for scientific inquiry and problem solving.

Through  an  educational  video  and  a  neighbourhood  nature  walk,  students  will  gain  an 
understanding  of  how  water  quality  affects  their  lives.  Students  will  explore  local  natural 
areas  to  identify  suitable  habitat  for  animals  and  discover  how  human  activity  impacts  our 
urban ecosystems.  This  activity provides in-classroom work followed by outdoor education 
to make real life connections for students in their own community.  

!   !   !

KEY CONCEPTS

Students will: 
• Understand that air and water are a major part of the environment.
• Understand that animals have distinct characteristics.
• Learn about similarities and differences among the different kinds of animals.
• Understand that humans need to protect animals and the places where they live.
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KEY CONCEPTS (Cont’d…)

• Learn that some liquids and solids can be harmful to us and the environment.
• Appreciate that living things need air and water to survive. Changes to air and water 

affect living things and the environment. 
• Understand that their actions affect the quality of air and water and its ability to sustain 

life. 

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS

Understanding Life Systems: Growth and Changes in Animals
Expectations: 1.1, 1.2, 2.2, 2.3, 2.4, 2.5, 3.1

Understanding Matter and Energy: Properties of Liquids and Solids
Expectations: 1.1

Understanding Earth and Space Systems : Air and Water in the Environment
Expectations: 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 2.5, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5
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ACTIVITY OUTLINE

Oakvillegreen’s Water in Your Backyard activity consists of three elements:

1. In-school Video Screening
2. Nature Walk and Scavenger Hunt
3. Activity Worksheet

1. VIDEO SCREENING

Prior to the screening, have a group discussion with your class that includes:

• Why do we care about water? 
• Where can we find water? 
• Why is it important?
• All living things need water to survive.

Video can be found here or by following this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=2JR655bJAgc&t=2s

2. NATURE WALK AND SCAVENGER HUNT 

Students will walk through local streets and paths to a nearby natural area. According to the 
season and the conditions of each school’s neighbourhood the talking points can be adapted 
to make the curriculum connections.

The  purpose  of  the  nature  walk  is  to  get  the  groups  outside,  to  observe  and  experience 
natural  areas  and  aquatic  habitats  in  a  different  way.  Preferably  the  students  will  visit  a 
water management pond or stream, but it does not have to be a forest or large natural area; 
any greenspace can be turned into an outdoor classroom. Students will make the connection 
that  their  neighborhoods  are  a  habitat   for  a  variety  of  aquatic  and  terrestrial  wildlife,  who 
each have specific requirements to fulfill their needs.  

During the walk, students will be led on a scavenger hunt and encouraged to find different 
living things and items connected to water in the landscape, including: water sources, animal 
shelters, nests, tracks, garbage, possible water contamination sources, storm drains, etc. 
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You can find a printable version of the scavenger hunt attached. 

Debrief 
Bring the group back to the school. Ask questions about what they learned and their 
findings. 

Ask for suggestions on actions they can take to improve the conditions of their 
neighbourhood’s natural areas and urban ecosystems. 

3. ACTIVITY WORKSHEET  

Using the attached Activity Worksheet, each student picks one animal they saw while 
exploring the neighbourhood. Then, they draw the animal they picked, detailing its 
habitat and needs.

Encourage students to reflect on their own actions and how they can have a positive 
impact in the urban aquatic ecosystems. Each student makes a pledge towards water 
conservation and shares it with the group. 
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W
ater in Your Backyard 

Scavenger Hunt



You can find a printable version of the scavenger hunt below or access an online 
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Draw one animal that you saw today Can you draw the animal’s home? 

What type of food does it need? Where can it find water?

Where can it find shelter? Can you draw its life cycle? 

Activity Worksheet



    
  Oakvillegreen would like to thank

for their support of the Water in Your Backyard program. 

For more information about Oakvillegreen’s school programs and teacher resources, please 
visit: www.oakvillegreen.org 

Or contact us at: 

Oakvillegreen Conservation Association 
c/o 2089 Nipigon Drive, Oakville, ON L6H 4G3
email: president@oakvillegreen.org
Tel: 289-813-1568
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