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Connecting Our Kids to Community for Three Years Now!
Community Classroom is an Initiative of the Oakville Community Foundation that has been running
since 2018, that provides publicly-funded elementary school students in Oakville, from kindergarten
through Grade 8, the ability to participate in a free arts, culture, heritage or environmental program.
Why? Because 1 in 8 children and youth under 18 in Oakville live in poverty.* We also know
that community members who indicate less than a strong sense of belonging and community
connection are four times less likely to have visited an art gallery or museum in the past 12 months.*

1 in 8 children and youth under 18 in Oakville live in poverty.

Community Classroom programs are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Curriculum based, exploring music, drama, dance, visual arts, language arts, heritage
studies, social studies, science and technology
Provided at no-charge to teachers, schools, students and parent (including busing for field
trips)
Delivered by local arts, heritage, culture and environment organization in Oakville and
Halton that are compensated with funds raised by The Foundation
Fulfilling UN Social Development Goal: #4: Quality Education
In-class, on-site and in-person, before the onset of COVID-19
Shifted online and virtually through recorded videos and livestreams

Oakville Community Foundation
Vision: A Community Where No One is Left Behind
Purpose: Building Community Through Philanthropy

www.theocf.org/community-classroom-online

What programs are offered?
Students have the opportunity to explore the program that aligns with their grade
and curriculum. This includes: music, drama, dance, visual arts, graphic arts, heritage
studies, language arts, social studies and science and technology.

“Thank you for the wonderful dance education experience that our students
received yesterday. Everybody got involved and thoroughly enjoyed the
activity. Your instructors were particularly good at relating to the children
and explaining everything in a fun way. Thank you all so very much!”

Grade 1 & 2 - Urban Dance

January - June 2018

the six month pilot

4,500

Students Reached

10 schools engaged more
than 100 students each

Programming for students in
Grades 1-3 and Grades 5-8

Included Improv, dancing, guided walking tour of the
Moccasin Trails, the Oakville Museum and studio arts
workshops

2018/2019 School Year

42 of 43
Oakville schools
participated
374 classes
participated

8,000+

Students Reached

Programming for junior and
senior kindergarten students
and Grade 4 were added

• Two schools participated in all grades
of programming
• Eight schools participated in more than
five grades of programming
• Kindergarten and Grade 8 saw the most
students participate
• Added new programs like Artist in the
Classroom and a performance of Visions
of Turtle Island for Grade 8 students
• 67% of Grade 8 students participated in
Visions of Turtle Island

“We couldn’t be more impressed and appreciative for our recent trip. From the booking
system, to everyone at OCF that took time to answer all of my questions, to the phenomenal
guide, everyone involved was just blown away by the opportunity, students and teachers
alike. We could have stayed outside in the cold and listened all day long.
Thank you very much!”
Grade 5 - Moccasin Trail

September 2019 - February 2020

before the pandemic

2,935

Students Reached
before the move to online

• Move to online allowed the program
to expand beyond Oakville and
include more Halton area students
• 653 pageviews
• Average time spent on page was
about 3 minutes
• A majority of programming shifted
to virtual, with organizations
recording videos that are hosted on
the Community Classroom Online
website

Community Classroom
Made the shift to
Online in April 2020

“From the moment you started until the moment you finished you were so upbeat and
enthusiastic. It is not easy to capture 75 Kindergarten students attention for an
hour but your high energy, positivity and fun dance moves had all the kids moving
and enjoying themselves. They talked (and danced) all day! You made such a positive
impact on the kids. We really appreciate all the time and effort you put into today.”
Kindergarten - Urban Dance

6,752

2021

Community Classroom OnlineVideo Views

Ron MacLean and Donovan Bailey become part
of the Community Classroom curriculum.

• Ability to reach more students as a result
of videos
• A 43% increase in pageviews in 2021 versus
2020, with 934
• Spikes during February for Black History
Month and September for back to school
• Featured eight organizations
• 36 total videos
• Best performing were the music-focused
videos

What’s next for Community Classroom?
In 2022, Community Classroom Online features new interactive videos and some old
favourites. Students will continue to have access to arts, culture, heritage and environmental
programming free of charge to supplement their learning and expose them to some of the
great community organizations in Oakville.
We continue to serve the children and youth in our community to ensure work towards our
goal of “No Child Left Behind” whether that’s online or in-person.
To continue this enriching program successfully, we need your help. Running this program
at no cost to students, teachers and parents requires the generosity of our community to
ensure that every child has the opportunity to experience a live musical performance or an
interactive lesson about Oakville’s history.
Support Community Classroom today by going to:
www.theocf.org/initiative/community-classroom-online/

Oakville Community Foundation
The Oakville Community Foundation is your local charitable solutions provider. We act as a
philanthropic medium, delivering the tools and initiatives to help you realize your charitable
passions. As a charity, we are uniquely positioned to help donors participate in the best way
that suits them, both today and tomorrow, in the community and beyond. The Foundation
has more than 25 years of leading expertise and has granted more than $53 million in
support of charities.
To learn more about the Oakville Community Foundations and how we can
support your charitable passions, go to www.theocf.org
Programming Partners
ArtHouse
Art From the Heart
Canadian Caribbean Association of Halton
CRASH Rhythm
Donovan Bailey
Elder Peter Schuler, MCFN
Halton Environmental Network
Halton Region Chinese Canadian Association
Oakvillegreen
Oakville Centre for the Performing Arts

Connecting Sponsor

An agency of the Government of Ontario
Un organisme du gouvernement de l’Ontario

Oakville Chamber Orchestra
Oakville Chinese Network Society
Oakville Community Foundation
Oakville Galleries
Oakville Museum
Oakville Symphony
Queen Elizabeth Park Community
and Cultural Centre
Susan Aglukark

